Procedure

What is an adjective?

What does it describe?

Give me three examples.
Adjectives can tell how something looks, tastes, feels or sounds. 
Adjectives answer questions like: How many? What kind? Which one?
Articles (or determiners)There are some special adjectives that are used frequently in speech and writing:
the 
a
an 
Read aloud:
Example 1:
"On a warm, sunny day, Alex swam in the cold, blue lake.
(a, warm, and sunny describe day; the, cold, blue describe lake.)
Example 2:
"The smiling girl ran to the biggest dog.
(smiling tells what kind of girl; the biggest describes dog.)
Example 3:
"Mr. Smith bought four red apples, three oranges, and two ripe bananas."
(four and red tell what kind of apple; three tells how many oranges, and two and ripe tell what kind of bananas.)

Recognize an adjective when you see one. 
Adjectives provide description about nouns. Every adjective answers one of these three questions: What kind is it? How many are there? Which one is it? An adjective can be a single word, a phrase, or a clause. Check out these examples: 

What kind is it? 

Dan decided that the fuzzy green bread would make an unappetizing sandwich. 

What kind of bread? Fuzzy green! What kind of sandwich? Unappetizing! 

How many are there? 

Seven hungry space aliens slithered into a Burger King and ordered two dozen vanilla milkshakes. 

How many hungry space aliens? Seven! How many milkshakes? Two dozen.

Which one is it? 

The huge brown cockroach has started to crawl this way. 

Which cockroach? The huge brown one. 

Name: ________________________________________

Pick out the adjectives in the following sentences.

1. The heavy red dress of Queen Elizabeth weighed over fifty pounds.

2. My sister chose two shirts for my graduation present.

3. That small Mexican restaurant in the next block serves fresh meals.

4. The little black dog barked at the well-dressed stranger.

5. An old wood fence had caught several discarded candy wrappers.

Nouns and possessives can also work as adjectives. 
Examples: July storms, winter weather, Jim's boat, boy's bed. They tell us whose or what kind.

Find the adjectives in these sentences.
1. Dan's new hat blew down the man's stairway.

2. Stormy spring weather can cause many flash floods.

3. Pam's new suitcase was ready for the Canadian trip.

4. December winds can make a dangerous Christmas trip.

5. The student's hope was the teacher's happiness.

Verb forms can also be used as adjectives. Examples: the lost mine, the howling wolf.

Pick out the adjectives in these sentences.

1. The soaking rain caused much damage.

2. The broken dish cut the crying girl.

3. A great work was done by the person with a giving spirit.

4. The laughing hyena was sleeping in its cage.

5. The eager student found the torn book.

Find all the adjectives in these sentences.

1. Our first idea met with many strong complaints.

2. The happy shout from the three frolicking children greeted their dad on his return.

3. Star Wars is an exciting movie for most people.

4. The flooded basement caused terrible damage.

5. The Johanson family just returned from a hot, exhausting trip to Arizona.

