Name: _____________________________________


Personal Narrative Assignment

For this essay you will need to write about one specific experience that

changed how you acted, thought, or felt.  Your purpose is not to just tell an interesting story but to show your readers how important the event was and how much it changed you.

Just like in a fiction story, your personal essay will contain the similar elements:
a character (who?) to whom something happens (what?), in some place (where?), at some time (when?), for some reason (why?), told from a particular point of view (how?). 

For this paper, you will need to have the following:
· Characters: In the personal essay, your main character is yourself, so try to give your readers a sense of who you are through your voice, actions, and description. The characters in a good story are believable and interesting; they come alive for the readers. 
· Actions: Readers learn something about the kind of person you are through your actions.
· Insight: One of the best ways to reveal who you are is to show yourself becoming aware of something, gaining a new way of seeing the world, a new insight. While such awareness can occur for apparently unexplainable reasons, it most often happens when you encounter new ideas or have experiences that change you in some way. 
· Telling Details: Describe yourself and other participants in your story in such a way that the details and facts help tell your story. A telling detail or fact is one that lets us know the character better but without giving details that have nothing to do with the story.
·Setting: Experiences happen in some place at some time, and good essays describe these setting. To describe a believable physical setting, you need to re-create on paper the sights, sounds, smells, and physical sensations that allow readers to experience it for themselves. In addition to telling the details that support your plot and/or character development, try to include colorful details of setting and characters. The telling details of a setting can reveal something essential about your essay without your explaining them. After all, you can let your reader to do a little work.
· Sequence of Events: In every narrative, events are ordered in some way. While you cannot alter the events that happened in your experience, as a writer, you need to decide which events to include and in what order to present them. 

· Dialogue: Most narratives include dialogue. You can use dialogue to give the reader important information or to help show what a character is like through their words. It is important to always be very clear about who is talking and to use the correct punctuation.

Choosing a Subject: 
We write about our personal experiences to get to know and understand ourselves better, to inform and entertain others, and to leave permanent records of our lives. You already have a lifetime of experiences from which to choose, and each experience is a potential story to help explain who you are, what you believe, and how you act today. When beginning, you might want to ask yourself: 

· Did you ever have a long-held belief or shattered? 
· Is there a particular experience from your life that has had a big influence on your life?
· Is there a person that who has greatly influenced you?
· Is there a decision that you had to make, or a challenge or an obstacle that you faced?
· Was there ever a moment in your life when you decided to to change or to take on a whole new outlook? 


Here are some subject suggestions:
Winning and Losing
Winning something like a race or a contest be a good subject since it features you in a unique position and allows you to talk about or celebrate a special talent. The truth is that in most parts of life, there are more losers than winners. While one team wins a championship, dozens do not. So there is a large, audience out there who will understand and identify with a narrative about losing. Although more common than winning, losing is not written about as often because it is more painful to recall. Therefore, stories about losing can be fresher, deeper, and more original than stories about winning.
Milestones
Perhaps the most interesting but also the most difficult experience to write about is one that you already recognize as a turning point in your life, whether it's winning a sports championship, helping someone in need, or surviving a very scary situation. Writers who explore such topics often come to a better understanding of them. When you write about milestones, pay special attention to the details that will make it come alive for readers.
Daily Life
Common experiences make great subjects for personal narratives. You might describe practicing, rather than winning the big competition, or cleaning up after, rather than attending a big party. If you are accurate, honest, and observant in exploring a subject from which readers expect little, you are sure to pleasantly surprise them and draw them into your essay. Work experiences are
especially rich subjects, since you may know inside details and routines of restaurants and retail shops that the rest of us can only guess. 

Brainstorming
Major events in your life:

Which might make the best stories?

In your story, explain the:

Who:

What:

When:


Where:

How:


Why:
