Jan 23

1855 - The first bridge over the Mississippi River opens in what is now Minneapolis, Minnesota
Jan 24

1848 - James W. Marshall discovered gold at Sutter's Mill in Coloma, California, leading to the California Gold Rush.
1919 - The League of Nations is founded. (formed after WWI – countries agree to solve disagreements through negotiations rather than war)

Jan 26

1785 - Benjamin Franklin writes a letter to his daughter expressing disappointment over the selection of the eagle as the symbol of the United States; he wanted the turkey.

Jan 27

1978 - Lt Marilyn R. Koon, 161st Aerial Refueling Squadron, Arizona Air National Guard, becomes first female Air National Guard pilot.

Jan 30

1933 - Adolf Hitler is sworn in as Chancellor of Germany. (head of government)

Jan 31

1930 - 3M markets Scotch Tape.

Feb 1

1861 - American Civil War: Texas secedes from the United States.

Feb 2

1925 - Dog sleds reach Nome, Alaska with diphtheria serum, inspiring the Iditarod race. (serum cure illness – people were dying. Inspired movie “Balto” – dog on team)

Feb 3

1488 - Bartolomeu Dias of Portugal lands in Mossel Bay after rounding the Cape of Good Hope at the tip of Africa, becoming the first known European to travel this far south.

Feb 6

1933 - The 20th Amendment to the United States Constitution goes into effect. (if pres. Dies or whatever, vp is in charge)

Feb 7

1940 - Walt Disney's Pinocchio, an animated feature based on the Carlo Collodi's story Pinocchio was first released.

Feb 8

1974 - After 84 days in space, the crew of the temporary American space station Skylab return to Earth.

Feb 9

1986 - Comet Halley reaches its perihelion, the closest point to the Earth, during its second visit to the solar system in the 20th century. (every 75 or 76 years. Next it can be seen is: 28 July 2061)

Feb 10

1763 - French and Indian War: The 1763 Treaty of Paris ends the war and France cedes Canada to Great Britain.

Feb 13

2000 - The last original "Peanuts" comic strip appears in newspapers one day after Charles M. Schulz dies.

Feb 14

Oregon became a state in 1859 and Arizona did in 1912.

Feb 15

1903 - Morris Michtom and his wife Rose introduce the first teddy bear in America.

Feb 16

1923 - Howard Carter unseals the burial chamber of Pharaoh Tutankhamun.
Feb 17

1801 - An electoral tie between Thomas Jefferson and Aaron Burr is resolved when Jefferson is elected President of the United States and Burr Vice President by the United States House of Representatives.
Feb 20

1962 - Mercury program: While aboard Friendship 7, John Glenn orbits the earth three times in 4 hours, 55 minutes, becoming the first American to orbit the earth.
Feb 21

1937 - Initial flight of the first successful flying car, Waldo Waterman's Arrowbile
Feb 22

1997 - In Roslin, Scotland, scientists announce that an adult sheep named Dolly had been successfully cloned.
Feb 23

1455 - Traditional date for the publication of the Gutenberg Bible, the first Western book printed from movable type.
Feb 24

1868 - The first parade to have floats is staged at Mardi Gras in New Orleans, Louisiana.
Feb 27

1964 - The government of Italy asks for help to keep the Leaning Tower of Pisa from toppling over. It was later closed to the public in 1990 and reopened after some adjustments in 2001. It is deemed to be safe for 300 more years.
Feb 28

1940 - Basketball is televised for the first time (Fordham University vs. the University of Pittsburgh in Madison Square Garden).
Mar 1

1692 - The Salem witch trials begin in Salem Village, Massachusetts. AND 1803 - Ohio is admitted as the 17th U.S. state.
Mar 2

1807 - The U.S. Congress passes an act to "prohibit the importation of slaves into any port or place within the jurisdiction of the United States ... from any foreign kingdom, place, or country."
Mar 3

1931 - The United States officially adopts "The Star-Spangled Banner" as its national anthem.
Mar 6

1836 - Texas Revolution: Battle of the Alamo - After a 13-day siege by an army of 3,000 Mexican troops, the 189 Texas volunteers defending the Alamo are defeated and the fort taken.
Mar 7

1876 - Alexander Graham Bell is granted a patent for an invention he calls the telephone (patent # 174,464).
Mar 8

1972 - The Goodyear blimp flies for the first time.
Mar 9

1959 - The Barbie doll debuts.
Mar 10

1964 - The Ford Mustang is first produced by the Ford Motor Company.
Mar 13

1900 - In France, length of a workday for women and children is limited to 11 hours by law
Mar 14

Birth: 1879 - Albert Einstein, German-born physicist, Nobel Prize laureate (d. 1955)

Mar 15

44 BC - Julius Caesar, Dictator of the Roman Republic, is stabbed to death by Marcus Junius Brutus, Decimus Junius Brutus and several other Roman senators on the Ides of March.
Mar 16

1621 - Samoset, a Mohegan, visits the settlers of Plymouth Colony and greets them, "Welcome, Englishmen! My name is Samoset."
Mar 17

1845 - The rubber band is invented
Mar 20

1760 – The "Great Fire" of Boston destroys 349 buildings.
Mar 21

1928 - Charles Lindbergh is presented the Congressional Medal of Honor for his first trans-Atlantic flight.
Mar 22

1997 - Tara Lipinski, age 14 years and 10 months, becomes the youngest champion of the women's world figure skating competition.
Mar 23

1903 - The Wright Brothers apply for a patent on their invention of one of the first successful airplanes after much hard work.
Mar 24

1765 - American Revolutionary War: The Kingdom of Great Britain passes the Quartering Act that requires the 13 American colonies to house British troops.
Mar 27

1513 - Explorer Juan Ponce de León sights North America (specifically Florida) for the first time, mistaking it for another island.
Mar 28

1930 - Constantinople changes its name to Istanbul 
Mar 29

1961 - The Twenty-third Amendment to the United States Constitution is ratified, allowing residents of Washington, DC to vote in presidential elections.
Mar 30

1842 - Anesthesia is used for the first time in an operation by Dr. Crawford Long. AND 1858 - Hyman Lipman patents a pencil with an attached eraser.
Mar 31

1889 - The Eiffel Tower is inaugurated.
Apr 3

1986 - IBM unveils the PC Convertible, their first laptop computer.
Apr 4

1968 - Martin Luther King Jr. assassinated in Memphis.
Apr 5

1792 - U.S. President George Washington vetos a bill designed to apportion representatives among U.S. states. This was the first time the presidential veto had been used in the United States.
Apr 6

1930 - Hostess Twinkies are invented.
Apr 7

1915 - Billie Holiday, American jazz singer was born(d. 1959)
Apr 10

1912 - The RMS Titanic leaves port in Southampton, England.
Apr 11

1947 - Jackie Robinson is the first African American to play in a modern-day Major League Baseball game.
Apr 12

1955 - The polio vaccine, developed by Dr. Jonas Salk, is declared safe and effective.

Apr 13

1902 - James C. Penney opens his first store in Kemmerer, Wyoming
Apr 14

1865 - Abraham Lincoln is shot by John Wilkes Booth; he dies the next day.
Apr 17

1937 - Daffy Duck debuts in Warner Bros' short Porky's Duck Hunt.
Apr 18

1775 - Two lanterns were hung from the steeple of the Old North Church in Boston, Massachusetts. Paul Revere, William Dawes and Samuel Prescott ride to warn of impending arrests of Samuel Adams and John Hancock and seizure of weapons. Only Prescott finishes the ride.
Apr 19

1775 - American Revolutionary War: The Battle of Lexington and Concord – British General Thomas Gage attempts to confiscate American colonists' firearms. Captain John Parker orders his band of minutemen to not fire unless fired upon. Random shots rang out among the British soldiers. The minutemen promptly fired back. This was the "shot heard round the world." The British are driven back to Boston, Massachusetts, thus beginning the American Revolutionary War.
Apr 20

1862 - The first pasteurization test completed by Louis Pasteur and Claude Bernard.
Apr 21

1986 - Geraldo Rivera opens Al Capone's vault on live television and finds nothing.
Apr 24

1184 BC - Greeks enter Troy using the Trojan Horse

Apr 25

1983 - American schoolgirl Samantha Smith is invited to visit the Soviet Union by its leader Yuri Andropov after he read her letter in which she expressed fears about nuclear war.
Apr 26

1986 - In Ukraine, a nuclear reactor at the Chernobyl nuclear plant explodes, creating the world's worst nuclear disaster.
Apr 27

1773 - The British Parliament passes the Tea Act, designed to save the British East India Company by granting it a monopoly on the North American tea trade.
Apr 28

2003 - Apple Computer's iTunes Music Store launches, selling 1 million songs in its first week.
May 1

1930 - The planet Pluto is officially named.
May 2

1933 - The first modern sighting of the Loch Ness monster is reported.
May 3

2000 - The sport of Geocaching begins, with the first cache placed and the coordinates from a GPS posted on Usenet.
May 4

1904 - Construction begins by the United States on the Panama Canal.
